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out compete another segment of the industry, we support conservation 
through catch quotas, area closures, or general, industry-wide gear 
limitations. 
The Code of Virginia defines various commercial fishing devices, 
except the gill net. A definition of a g~ll net (non-fixed location) 
should be developed. We suggest the following: "A gill net is here 
defi.ned as any net that fishes by r,i 11 inp, or entangling a fish in its 
meshes. It is to be limited to a depth of 12 ft. from the surface and 
is to not contact the bottom where the depth at low water is less than 
12 ft~ 11 
The objective of this definition and code change is to protect all 
stocks from overfishing regardless of the type or operation of gill net 
employed. 
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